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HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [5.14 pm]: I wanted to talk about my non-holiday experiences in 
Western Australia but unfortunately I am going to have a holiday experience in Queensland this year, not in my 
own state.  

Hon Kate Doust interjected. 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: I am very disappointed about that too. If Hon Kate Doust wants to listen, I will explain 
why. 

Last year I took my wife and two kids to Kununurra. On 6 May last year I spoke about that trip in this house. 
Kununurra is a wonderful place; I absolutely love it. I reckon it has some of the prettiest waterfalls and 
waterways that I have ever seen anywhere in the world. It is fantastic. With two young kids, I try to get direct 
flights. I do not want to fly to Broome and then fly on a different carrier. Virgin Australia has direct flights to 
Kununurra. We flew back to Perth on this flight last year, and Virgin is still flying to Kununurra now. I tried to 
book a holiday in Kununurra again this year because my wife and kids absolutely love it. We have to watch our 
pennies, like most other Western Australians these days. The return flights on Virgin for myself, my wife and the 
two kids cost about $3 800. That was a lot more than I paid last year. It was not double but it was quite 
a significant increase. I thought I had better shop around and see where else we could go. We could have gone to 
Bali or Singapore for around the same price as going to Kununurra. I looked at going to Queensland. For the 
whole family to fly to Brisbane on Qantas, it would cost $2 500. That is a difference of about $1 300 for me and 
my family to fly to Kununurra, which I absolutely adore, and holiday in my own state, compared with going to 
Queensland.  

I went on to look for accommodation in Kununurra, thinking I might get a saving there. We visited El Questro 
station but we never got to stay there last year because we did not know it existed; we just found it. It is an 
absolutely beautiful place. Accommodation in a bungalow with a pull-out bed costs about $350 a night. The self-
contained Freshwater East Kimberley Apartments in Kununurra cost about $330 a night. I then looked for 
accommodation in Brisbane. The Treasury Casino—people can take kids there—is absolutely luxurious and 
costs around $230 a night. Staying at the Oceana on Broadbeach apartments on the Gold Coast, which are 
magnificent, costs about $300 a night. If someone is looking at a six-night holiday, there is a difference of about 
$300 to $700. I looked into car hire as well. Car hire for six days in Kununurra was $175 a day. If we went to 
Brisbane, the car hire would be only $71 a day. Over a period of six nights, that is a difference of about $624. 
When we add that all up and compare apples with apples, the difference between going to Kununurra compared 
with Queensland is a bit over $2 300. As much as I really want to go to Kununurra—it is a beautiful place—my 
wife and I had to make a decision. We thought we had better save that money and go to Queensland instead. 

I do not know why airfares have gone up. If we are really serious about tourism in Western Australia, we need to 
start looking at the sorts of places that we want to advertise to attract people to visit. We need to realise that other 
states such as Queensland are very competitive. Whatever we or Tourism WA can do, if we are really serious 
about attracting people from interstate or around the world, we need to look at what it costs. I have gone through 
that exercise and it is just too expensive compared with another place that we decided to take our children. It is 
disappointing that we will not be visiting Kununurra this year. Hopefully, next time around, maybe those airfares 
and other things may be a little more affordable, in line with other holiday destinations.  
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